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Happy New Year!
Happy New Year everyone!  It’s hard to believe it is 
already 2011 and classes are in full swing again.    
I hope that you all had a restful holiday break, and   
I look forward to seeing you at the studio. 

I wish you a healthy and happy 2011! 

~ Ayako

2010 Peninsula Youth Ballet Nutcracker
The Nutcracker is a beloved holiday tradition for 
many families, and this winter PYB shared this 
classic ballet with hundreds in our community. 

The performance is an annual highlight for Ayako 
School of Ballet, and we would like to THANK the danc-
ers, stage crew + managers, dressing room moms, 
parent and friend volunteers, board members, and the 
many more individuals who make this extraordinary 
production a reality.  We couldn’t have done it without 
you.

If you are interested in purchasing pictures from this 
year’s performances, they are available online at: 
http://teruphoto.fototime.com.  At FotoTime, you can 
purchase digital proofs, prints, create photo books, or 
choose from many personalized gift options, including: 
mugs, t-shirts and photo stickers.  There are hundreds 
of beautiful pictures to choose from, please take a look!

If you have any further questions regarding pictures, 
please contact Teru Takahashi at: 
teru@ayakoschool.com or 650-722-1804. 

Nutcracker DVD’s are ready for pick up at the studio 
this week.
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ASB Alumni Update!

• Current ASB instructors, Maria LaMance, 
Mariko Takahashi (alumna) and Amy Briones 
(alumna), will be performing in the prestigious 
"Best of the Bay" show in Fresno this month 
alongside well-known dance companies such as 
Smuin Ballet, LINES, Diablo Ballet, and Robert 
Moses' KIN.  They will be featured in "Chuntian," a 
world-premier work by another ASB instructor, 
Michael Lowe.  More info @ www.livelyarts.org

• Dominique "Doe" Larose, a former longtime stu-
dent, is beginning her fourth month of study un-
der full-scholarship at Tanz Akademie Zürich in 
Switzerland.  Last January, at age 15, Doe com-
peted (representing USA) in the International Prix 
de Lausanne competition and was awarded this 
scholarship.  Good luck, Dominique, we are so 
proud of you! 

• At UC Irvine, ASB alumna and former teacher, 
Megan Higaki, is completing her senior year as a 
Dance Major.  Alumnus Alec Guthrie, a 2nd year 
Dance Major, received another full-scholarship 
and is continuing his focus on classical training 
and hip-hop performance. 

• ASB alumna and former teacher, Clara Chui, is 
back in the area after completing her BA at     
Irvine.  Pursuing a Masters and Ph.D in Psychol-
ogy, Clara has also come back on staff at ASB as 
a substitute ballet instructor.  See you in class!

Profiles of Excellence
"Profiles of Excellence" is an Emmy Award-winning 
series produced by the ABC7 Public Affairs De-
partment to celebrate the Bay Area's rich cultural 
diversity.  For the past 22 years, the program has 
been featuring local residents who have made im-
portant contributions to the community. 

Last year, Ayako Takahashi was honored by Chan-
nel 7 "Profiles of Excellence" for her continued 
dedication in bringing art and culture to Bay Area 

Youth.  She has been a professional ballerina, a dance 
instructor and choreographer, and has brought the art 
of ballet to local communities for well over 20 years.

In her acceptance speech last month, Ayako talked 
about the studio, and all of the students who dance 
there each day.  She considers herself fortunate to 
have so many good students, and is grateful for the en-
ergy with which they dance.  It is their very energy that 
keeps her teaching each day. 

As she stood in front of other award recipients, friends 
and families, she accepted her honor on behalf of     
Ayako School of Ballet and each student she has the 
pleasure of teaching.  “Dance makes you happy - it 
really makes your body alive”.  Congratulations Ayako, 
for this well-deserved recognition! And congratulations 
to the entire school for sharing your love of dance with 
Ayako.  This award is also for you.

To see the entire interview:
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/video?id=7541837

Competition
Youth America Grand Prix is the first competition of 
the year, taking place in San Francisco at the end of 
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February.  Those who are interested in competing 
must register online at: http://www.yagp.org. 

Important Notes:
• Parent Meetings are scheduled for 6:30pm on     
January 15th at the ASB studio.  Ayako will discuss 
the competitions for the year.

• Rehearsals for new solos and duos will start 
soon, as well.  Times/dates TBA.

• Rehearsals for new group numbers will begin in 
mid-February.  Please sign up in the front lobby so 
that you will be included in the cast.

• ASB t-shirt and jacket orders are being accepted 
now!  Please check your mail box for the order 
form.

2011 Showcase
Ayako School of Ballet’s SHOWCASE will take place 
on June 25th, at 2pm @ the San Mateo Perform-
ing Arts Center.  This show is designed to give pre-
ballet through Level 8 students a chance to further 
their dance education, by performing class dances.

Please check your mail boxes this week or next for 
a registration form and participation letter.  All 
participants must sign and hand in a registration 
form and payment BY THE END OF THIS MONTH.  
As always, we are looking forward to this year’s 
Showcase!

Congratulations Michael Lowe!
From all of us at Ayako School of Ballet, a heart felt 
congratulations Michael and Sarah-Jane, on your 

recent Marriage.  We wish you all the best!
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